Bedford2) has observed earlier that a Penicillium species, subsequently identified as P. ochro-chloron, was also tolerant to zinc, manganese, iron and cadmium. Kendrick3) has iso lated P. ochro-chloron from the soil with high copper content.
The mechanism of copper tolerance has scarcely been investigated and it is virtually unknown.
In this paper we report, therefore, the effect of the external copper concentration on the growth and uptake of copper by It has been well-known that small quantity of copper is essential to the growth of A. niger. Nicholas5) has found the growth of A. niger to be proportional, within limits, to the copper concentration of the medium.
In this experiment a slight decrease of the growth is observed, as is seen in Fig. 1 , by the omission of copper from the medium, coincident with his finding.
Where as in P. ochro-chloron and P. chrysogenum the effect of copper deficiency is not observed.
